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t
he stage is set! New delhi’s dhyan

Chand Stadium will be at the cen-

ter of the most elite hockey event in

the world. officially named ‘hero

honda FIh World Cup 2010’, the

twelfth edition of the Men’s hockey

World Cup will be held between Feb-

ruary 28 and March 13. the first day

of the tournament will see one of the

most eagerly awaited matches when

hosts India take on rival Pakistan.

other Pool b clashes on the first day

are South Africa v Spain and Aus-

tralia v England. olympic and World

Champion Germany will commence

the defence of its title on 1st March

against Korea. 

Project ‘Indian Hockey’

the 2010 World Cup will be a

joint venture between the FIh and

the Indian hockey Confederation

(IhC) and is a result of the 'Project

Promoting Indian hockey', a new ini-

tiative between the FIh and the IhC,

aimed to return Indian hockey, 

men and women, to the world's high-

est level. 

the FIh hopes that hosting the

2010 World Cup will give a tremen-

dous boost to Indian hockey. India

has a cherished hockey history and a

glorious tradition and hosting the

World Cup in India will rejuvenate

hockey and rekindle the passion for

it. In fact the hockey World Cup will

serve as an ideal preparatory plat-

form for the Commonwealth Games,

to be held in India in the month of

october. 

Hockey Hitch

India chief coach Jose brasa has

sounded-off that it would be unreal-

istic to expect anything extraordinary

from the eight-time olympic champi-

ons in the hockey World Cup. there

is no doubt that Indian hockey; espe-

cially its players are at a low! their

fee demand was resolved only after

the team’s sponsor Sahara India

stepped in and released rs 1 crore

for the players. While the players got

rs 4 lakh each, the remaining rs 12

lakh was distributed among the sup-

port staff, including coach romeo

James who received a cheque of rs 2

lakh, while a token amount was also

given to chief coach Jose brasa and

trainer david Perez. 

Interestingly, hockey India has

asked sponsors to give cash awards

or bonus to the players if India man-

ages a podium finish at the World

Cup. Many companies such as the

Central bank have already an-

nounced to give rs 1 crore if the play-

ers manage to win gold. 

Reclaiming Past Glory

Given its home advantage, the

present Indian hockey team will be

looking to reclaim its past glory in this

World Cup. only five countries have

won the World Cup. Pakistan has

been the most successful team hav-

ing won the tournament four times,

while Netherlands has won it three

times.  Germany, who won the last

edition in 2006, have emerged

champions twice. Australia has won

it once. At the last edition in

Monchengladbach, Germany beat

Australia 4-3 in the final to clinch the

title. As far as India is concerned,

India has won the World Cup only

once in 1975. thereafter it won the

bronze in 1971 and the silver in

1973, without any further medals

since then. 

hope the Indian hockey players

this time around prove its coach and

critics wrong and emerge winners

playing on its own turf!

WIll GErMANy rEtAIN ItS World CuP tItlE, or

WIll It bE SoME othEr NAtIoN SPrINGING uP

A SurPrISE? thE hoCKEy World CuP 2010

ProMISES to bE A brEAthtAKING thrIllEr All

thE WAy, SAyS Noel FerNaNdes

Match Schedule 

n India vs. Pakistan: 28th February 2010

n India vs. Australia: 2nd March 2010

n Spain vs. India: 4th March 2010

n England vs. India: 6th March 2010

n South Africa vs. India: 8th March 2010 

n Semi-finals: 11th March 2010.

n Final: 13th March 2010.

*Indian matches are scheduled at 8:30 pm 
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Pool A 

Germany

Netherlands

Korea

New Zealand

Canada

Argentina

Pool B

Australia

Spain

England

Pakistan

India

South Africa 


