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t
he story revolves around the “Aman Cup”, which is played on the eve of Independence Day with

villages from across the Indo-Pak border coming together for the match. After losing consec-

utively for nine years, Anupam Kher decides to call upon his son Rohan (Shahid Kapoor) who is

playing county cricket in London. Playing for the pride of his father and the country, Rohan de-

cides to form a new team and begins coaching the village team for victory. Veera (Rani Mukherji),

an ambitious girl hailing from a small village, dreams of playing cricket for India. In a village

where girls don’t play cricket, Veera has to put on a turban and beard and become a man to ful-

fill her dreams. 

In due course of the film, the director has tried to touch upon several social and emotional as-

pects of the Indian society – the physical divide and emotional bonding between people on Indo-

Pak borders, frustration of women in a male-dominated society, passion for cricket in India and

Pakistan and so on. While providing glimpses of all these emotions, the director has tried to weave

in the importance we all associate to the sense of ‘success and failure’ on each account, and how

it impacts the lives of individuals and the society.  

As the movie takes you through lush green fields of Punjab and the festive orientation of vil-

lage life, it brings to fore the

grit and determination of

both Rohan and Veera.

While on one hand, we

have Rohan leading the vil-

lage team committed to

bring back the lost pride; in

contrast we have Veera

who, through deceit has

managed a place in the

team and is wanting to

prove to the world that

‘women if not better, are

surely at par with men in all

walks of life’. 

Though the two – Rohan

and Veera, have a lot at

stake there is one issue

where they are all united -

the pride of the village and

the country, and while they

are working to win it back

they have only one thing to

say, “Dil Bole Hadippa”   

MANOJ MAHANTA

Editor's column


