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Disha Gadhiya walks
down memory lane and
captures different
tacets of Diwali being
captured on silver
screen!

here’s no doubt that Diwali has been the most celebrated festival in India. Go to any part of the country and you can witness this carnival of
lights in its sheer elegance. The festival is an absolute crowd-pullet! So there’s no doubt about Bollywood dream merchants cashing on the
mass hysteria surrounding this auspicious Hindu celebration as well. Over the years, Hindi cinema has reflected real life and real life, in return
has often caught up on what’s been shown on the silver screen. Dating back to the 1940s, the trend of featuring Diwali in cinema was started by
Jayant Desai with his film aptly named — ‘Diwali.” This was followed by the 1956 hit ‘Diwali Ki Raat’ that starred the heartthrob of yester years’ late
Talat Mahmood alongwith Gajanan Jagridat’s ‘Ghar Ghar mein Diwali’!

While these were examples of films that designed their central theme around the festival, the trend didn’t carry forward beyond the 50s. As the
horizon of film writing expanded, the role of festivals diminished. Today, films insert plots related to a festive event only if their films hit cinema the-
atres on or around that particular festival season. Nevertheless, there’s been a fascinating account of how Diwali has been showcased on the big
screen. Strangely enough, when observed carefully, most of the older films have had tragic endings post their Diwali sequences. Here’s a sneak peek
into how cinema celebrated Diwali over the years while in some, even posing as the major turning points for the film:




